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Nat and Rachael Lopes founded Hilride, a Berkeley, California-based

consulting firm specializing in park design and planning, media produc-

tion and tourism development, in zoo7. Together they have ridden and

documented more than 9oo riding destinations in all 5o states, nine

Canadian provinces and 15 countries around the wor1d, from tropical

rainforests in Hawaii's Volcanoes National Park, to boreal forests in

Fairbanks, Alaska, to the terminal ranges ofthe Dinaric Alps in Croatia.

Their mission is "to realize the potential ofthe global mountain biking

movement as a force for economic development, environmental con-

servation and the promotion of healthy active communities."

While Nat and Rachel have ridden epic traik around the world, they

still have a special place in their hearts for Colorado slngletrack. Colorado s

Roadless Project is the subject ofthis issue's Access Action.
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My job,a{:a,Co.ntracrtiieegh!;i,has'lrkeq .'alt,dv,erihe world,
from r3o" heat in the deserts of lraq to amazing waves in Costa fuca

and:,Aus! a:.'nrl:a.$l*gi.,hauqitateall! l1n.lwneart while t have
t raveled the wor ld.  First ,  no matter where I 'm at ,  I  cal l  Missoula.

Montana home. Missoula has some of the most epic s ingletrack t ra i ls

ix the state of Montana. Second, cycling has been a burning passion

,.,,,of lmne,foi 4.tmnrliii dyearf i,]OVel,et!*;eip c[ of riding, ranging

...il'frofi]d*tl1dd'! |with.nl ctub, NRo, to shredding awesome

.,,'iin$i*!l\.*ait;..,,f''liv..'e.,!n.n'war zone in Sharana, Afghanistan and I

,,,6iangli!,ai,y',Fasilbni.tui.iidi.r.rg.$!$''.mer'.l:]ao;id]re'*nyrvhere in rhe
world, and I lo.ng a9 | hry.e a,!1ddle.'ltiew!€n,1*l]egs, I've got a smile
on my tace.
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DIRT RAG IS Y()UB F()RUM
A place to express yourself, a place to share
knowledge. We welcome any and all contribu-
tions. Stories, photographs, artwork. letters,
beer. lt all finds a home here.

PUBLICATI()N CALENDAR
We publish every six weeks trom February
1Sth io November 1sth. No issue in Decentber.l
or January.

DEADLINES F()R ADVERTISING SALES AND
EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS:
ISSUE PUBLICAIION DATE
#154 February 15
#155 Apr i l  1
#156 May 15
#157 July 1
#158 August 15
#159 October '1
#160 November 15

CUSTOMEN SERVICE
Wele proud of our quality. li you ever have dpreb;r':
lem with your subsc'olion. contact our subscrptron
department. We ll do whatever it rakes to satisfy
you-guaranteed. We respect yo.rr pflvacy. and we
never share our subscr:bers personal information
with any other parry.

HOW TO CONTACT US
Adverlising Sales 41 2.7 67.9910:,.'.:' '.l,:..,..r.r,r,i 'r:ri,:::',:
advertise@dirtragmag.com

Subseriplions 866,523i9653
dirtragcustserv@sunbeltfs.com
www.dirtragmag.com

urstnbutron
sAles@dirtragmag.com

Pitrinerships
pgrlnerships@d irtrag mag.com

Pfbdict.Testing
sttiff. @dirtragmag.com

WARNING:.Do not operate a motor vehicle while undiirihi€l
intluence of Drrt Rag-ride your oike insread. Opinions
expressed are those ol tne autl 'o's and not necessarily
rhose of  D r t  Rag. We may even disagree wi lh them
ourselves.  a l thoJgl-  we usual ly agree. Please let  JS
know how you feei. Conlents copy.ight 201 0 Dirt Rag
Magaz.ne LTD. No reoro0ucl  on wir l -oJt  permission,
aouli consenl required.

lssJe #1 54. February 1 5.  201 1 .  DIRT RAG (ISSN
#1082-6785) is publ ished seven t imes a year.  every
srx weeks tron February 15 to Noven"be'  15 by Dir t
Rag LTD. 3483 Saxorburg Bivd. Pittsburgh. PA 15238.
41 2.767.991 O. Subscriptions available for $1 9.4 per year
at above a0dress. Penodicals rate postage paid at Pitts-
qqrgli ' PA anq gqqi!i9! al.,m?!!it9rrolliC9,:,:f 0ITIVASIFR!
Send alddrdgs'chaogeg.r!q.,gtit,'Heq' LTD FO:,Box,:5,0{!r:
BrenNood, TN 37025-9825
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BY NAT AND RACHAEL LOPES

he Colorado l )epi l f tntent of  NatLIral  Rcsottrces is proposing to re-

u ' r ' i tc  our:  o l  thc r t tost  s ignihcl l r l t  c t l t  i l .o l ln let l ta l  lau s in Ll .S.  h istort '

At  stakc in Coloret lo:  l r  lav of  l i fc ,  a S4 bi l l ion al l l lual  fecfc l t t io l l

ccononr\ ' ,  .urd sonte of  t l tc  r l rost  cpic l l lot tntain bik ing in the cot l l l t t  i  l ror

the rcst  of  Lrs,  tJresc chat lgcs cotr ]c l  a l l ic t  t l lc  n la l laqenlct . l t  of  ncrr lv l / ;  of

al l  U.S. For.est  lancls ancl  potcnt ia lJv 0pcn nr i l l ions Ofacrcs to incl t tstr i : t l

dcr c lopnrcnt,  i t lp:rct ing sol t lc  o i  thc largcst  i l l t . tc t  ecosvstcl l ls  l l l  t l lc

Uni tcd Statcs,  $ hich pr0r ide nr i l l ions of  pcoplc \  i th c lc l l l  n i r ,  t l r i r r l i i t lg

$.atcr . . rncl  sontc of the best hik ing.  c l intbing. paddl ing.  ski ing. : t t l r l  t t toLtrr-

ta in bikrng at l r i  hct 'c c ln t l lc  p l l l l lc t

De spi te hnr ing spel l t  thc hst  sct  ct l  i  cars l lc l ing lL l ld c loct t l l l t l l t  r ' :

dest in l t iour ic l i t tgaleasactoss\ot t i l  \ t l lcr ic: t . t l tcs i r i  ccks\ \c\ l )c l l t

th is strnrnter c lOctrntcnt ing Colo[r tkr 's ro: ld lcss arcls t  ockct ]  l l t t l .  u r , t  1,1.

We had tr .eteled and r idden i l r  Colot : t t lo bcfor.e .  bLrt  th is Nas tht  hr ' t  t i r r r '

r i ,e had the oppottuni tv to r" idc tht  b ig r l tot tntr i t l  epics i r l  tht :  I le ' t l  t  
" :  

L l t '

Cololado Rocl les.

.  - \*
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C()L()RAD() TRAIL
(KENoSHA PASS - GEoRGIA PASS), JEFFERSoN
Pike-San kabel National Forest, Jefferson Roadless Area

We set out with the mission to document the most iconic rides in

Colorado's Roadless Areas, and for our first ride we headed to the lefferson

Roadless Area in the Pike-San lsabel National Forest to check otrt the 3z-

mile section of the Colorado Trail from Kenosha Pass to Georgia Pass. We

met up with IMBA Executive Director Mike Van Abel, IMBA Comuruttica-

tions Director Mark Eller, photographer Mark Woolcott, at-rd Matt Sugar,

central mountain region director for Senator Mark Udall.

At the trailhead, Van Abel stated that "mountain bikers love Roadless be-

cause Roadless is good for mountain biking, it's good for the economy and

it's good for the environment." He explained ftrrther, "Roadless designation

provides a similar level of protection for the envit ollment that Wilderness

designation does with the important exception that Roadless is open to

mechanized uses, and specifically, to mountain biking."

Starting out at Io,ooo feet, the trail wound its way through several drain-

ages ofdense pine, fit and aspen forest before giving way to higher elevation

meadows and, eventually, the pass at more than t3,ooo feet. The singletrack

had sections ofhectic roots, rocks, and short, steep clinbs under the trees,

and some wide-open flowy sections in the meadows. Along the u'av, Sugar

explained, "Land use issues are very itnlportant to the residents of Cololado.

I spend a lot oftirne traveling arotlnd the region working with the variotts

interest groups trying to find common ground."

Stopping for lunch on a rock olrtcrop rve surveyed the land, talked aboLrt

common ground, and discussed the ftrture ofColorado's Roadless Areas

Right now, there are 4.2 million acres ofland in Colotado protected bv tht

zoor National Roadless Rule, which limits the constructiou ofnew roads

and the associated industrial developnient of the forests for mining, log-

ging, powerline corridors, etc. The rule ensures that a wide range ofrecre-

ational access, ir-rcluding for nountair-r biking, is maintained for the benefit

of the local communities, local outdoor tourism-based economies, and the

millior-rs of visitors who come to enjoy these amazing public lands each

1'ear. Colorado's proposed changes to this rule would roll back many of the

restrictions on road building and the subsequent industrial development of

the natural resources, which could potentially impact backcountry experi-

ences on hundreds ofmiles ofthe best trails in Colorado. lfother states

follow suit, it could impact more than 6o millions acres of our National

Forest lands currently plotected as Roadless. Van Abel summed up IMBAs

position: "We believe strongly that this use ofthe land for recreation has as

much benefit, whether it's econourical or for public health, as virtually any

other use, and we work hard to support the National Roadless Rule enacted

in zoor."

MONARCH CREST TRAIL, SALIDA
Pike-San lsabel National Forest, Chipeta Roadless Area

The 34-niile Monarch Crest Trail in the Chipeta Roadless Area in Pike-

San lsabel National Forest otttside ofsalida is widely considered one of

the top ten rides in tl-re coltntry, aud is an official IMBA Epic Ride. Talking

u ith April Prout, marketing directol for Chaffee County Visitors Bureatt,

she explained how important this trail is to the local ecollollly: "Tourism

is oLrr largest driver in the summer, and the N,'lonarcli Crest Trail is ottr

prcmiere offering that brings people fr-ont all oler the rr ol ld." Chuck Rose,

S:rlicla s mavor. added. "We are a recreatiolr ecoltoltt\. and u'e are fantous
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fbr  thc Crest  l l -a i l .  Our conrnruni t t  et t jor  s au increcl ib le qual i tv of  l i fe,

and acccss to sonre of the best recreat iot . t  iu the r tet iot . t :  i t  is  uhv people

conrc het 'c to l ive."

\fe nret up rr ith our guidcs Shau n Gjllis, ouner of Absohtte Bikcs, arld

\iike Scgaski, a r.etired progfanr nrattager for the Salida Rangel Distt-ict in

char.gc oflccreation, land ttses and utittetals. at the Fligh \allel Center in

Poncha Splings to catch the shtrttle r.rp to l\lonnt'ch Pass ar.rd the top ofthe

S:ru atch Range. Groups from Boulcler, Durangcl. Artstitl, Teras. Sottthertt

Califblnia. ancl \'lontreal, Canada joinccl us. "fhis is plettl tvpical'' said

lligh \rallev Ccnter o\\irer Bob Nlishata. \\ie shuttlc closc to t,ooo l-iclet's

per seasor l  up to the pass. '

Thc \ ' lonar-ch Crest Tr:r i l  ntus alot tg the spine of  the Cont iner l ta i  Div ide

bcfirrc plunging 5.ooo f'cct into Salida \aller', ancl right flonl the stal't. thc

t la i l  has that cpic feel  as vou cl intb a r ibbott  ofs i r rg lctrack thx)ugh the t lecs

tup to the alpinc r idgeline. For the fil-st to tlli les. thc backcottntlr trail htlgs

the contours of thc ridge u ith e\tendecl sectiotts of fast, flott r , tt .n t t si trt,

and mocler:rte cr uise r dounhills. The entire tinle, hr-rge nloulltaill vistas llll

voru fielcl ofvieu. Segaski u orkecl for- Il leafs olt the 5oo,ooo acle Salidr

Rangel Distr-ict and erplained, "Sontc roadless afeas llke here in i\'lorrrrch

Pass uere logged back in the dav, btrt those roads have beetl closccl alltl

restored, and Roaclless designation pfevents llett toacls ffonl beirlg lttrllt '

Or,el looking the clcscent into the Sih er-  Ct 'eek dlainage, he addcd, " \o l lc  of

this is \Vilderness, that's the beatltr. lt can be lell sinrilar to a \\jilclcrrlcss

Area ancl ue are able to ride tttotlrltain bikes in lt."

TRAIL 401, CRESTED BUTTE
Cannl.son,Vrtiorra/ for.c.v, EIk Ilctwttaitt-Collegiatc I?oadlcss Arca

\!e1
*. . - j  * - ,

I.i.::'r-
<. l.:-^

Tlai l ,10r,  outs ide ofCrestcd Buttc i r t  the Elk \ lountain-Col legiatc Road-

less Area ofGunnrson Nat ional  Fotest .  has sonte of the t t tost  stLr l r t l i t rgJt

beautrfirl landscapes in the cottutrr'. Bltl]iartt r-ed ltto]\ bdellulll ll lutLllt:lil ls

rise flonr glacialll carved catrt otrs atrcl seants ofblack shale to ct.eate a

clramatic corltrast against thc c]ectt ic ttteadort s ofu'ildflou ers arld clerlse

forcsts. \\e nret up uith sir-tinrc Leadville too riitrtter, Topcak/Elgon ridcr

Dave Wiens, ,\ndv Shabo. co-ou rtct of Big Al's Bicvcle I leavclt, alorlg rr ith

l inr  lacobson fronr the Bicrc lc Tr ' : r i ls  CoLrnci l  of \ lar i r t  ancl  Ross Kleinberg,

both fionr California.

The tLail cprickll gains clcr:rliorr fionr the ro,ooo-foot Sholielcl Pllss alld

enrcr-ges iuto au cthereal  a lp ine highland of l t rs l t  gtasses atrd chest-high

Iupine and col tLmbjne. Cut into thc th ick r  cgctated ntat  fornred br thc

bunchccl  grasses, the t la i l  gr ips thc t t t t t t t l t t r iu atrc l  c lescet lds into Clothic

\ ia l lev through stancls ofqtrakirrg: ts1tet t .  Leatt i t re i r l to the t t l rn\ ,  pLLnlpi t rg

thc ter la in,  f -eel ing the t r -es hook trp i r t  t l rc r ich soi l  at ld the ul l lc l .  heavv

l  i th the intor icat ing scct t t  of  thc spr i t t t  bJoonr lushing bv- i t  is  t t  r t lv  o l le

of  those r id ing c\pef ienccs thet t  ot t  r t  ish t t  ot t ld t tet  cr  etrd.

Wiens said Cr.ested Buttc is ot tc oi l r is  f :nor i te placcs in the uor ld '

and i t  r ias easv to see rrhr ' .  He also s l t i t l  l tc  u:rs dceplv col lcert ted

.rbout thc f i l tufe of th is ar-ca alr t l  t l re coLtt t l lcss othcr l loadless Aleas

i1r thc state ofCololado and throt tghi ,LLL t l t r  r tst  of thc cot l l l t l ' \ ' .  " . \s a

pr.ofessional  b ike racel  fb l  nrr t r i  r  t : t t  ' .  I  t  e t  j t ldet t  l ] l  o lcr  the state of

Coloraclo,  n l l  o ler .  the U.S. and the l  Lrr lJ.  . l l t r i  l  ' . .  sccl l  a lot  of  at l lazing

pl l tces.  l ' r 'e also seett  a lot  ofplaccs u l t r t .  I r . t lLtr . t l  I  r \ ( lL l fce e\ t f .1. t io l1

has rcal lv taken i ts to l l  on the lanclse. t1,e.  l r t  L l l r ' l . t t lo.  n lc l  the t lat iot l ,

u e hnr e the oppol tuni tv r i ' i th Rol ic l lc ' .  \ t  r  L '  t i '  l  r l i l l t  l l rotect  sol l le

.rnr: tz ing places. And i t  cor i ldr t  t  bc at t r  r l : , ,1 i  : : : l : ' , ' l  i . i : l t .  L lccaLtse ot tce

t.
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you come in and do natural resource extraction and lay out a network

of roads throughout an area, it's done, it's never going to be the same.

It's really important that everybody get together and rally around these

Roadless Areas, because they are absolutely amazing."

William Buck, Mayor of Mt. Crested Br-rtte, explaius, "We're a tourist-

based economy-mountain biking is an important part of it, and Trail 4or
in the Roadless Area is one of the premiere trails in the country." Looking

towards the White Mountains in the West Elk Wilderness, he colltinues,

"The wilderness is our crown jewel." Pointing towards Mt. Emmons in an

undesignated Forest Service area, he says, "There is a large deposit of n-ro-

lybdenum there. Nobody wants it to be mined in their backyard, but we're

talking about mountain biking, and molybdenum is a nain component in

chromoly steel. These are complex issues, but we feel that mining is not

compatible with our recreatiou economy."

HERMOSA CREEK TRAIL. DURANGO
San Juan National Forest, Hermosa Roadless Area

The z7-mile Hermosa Creek Trail, outside of Durango in the Hermosa

Roadless Area ofthe San luan National Forest, was onr final destination. As

we wound our way into the nottntains, our gttide, Lisa Lieb fronl Hernrosa

Tours, gave us an overview ofthe area: "hr Durango we have the San Jttall

National Forest with hundreds of miles of trails and some of the best

mountain biking in Colorado. And we have the Weminuche Wilderness

Area, the largest Wilderuess Area in the state of Colorado at ntot'e than h:rli

a million acres. Protection of Wildemess Areas is critical for the lotlg tclrrr

conservation ofthe environment, and the local con-rmunity strotlgi\ stlf-

ports the protection ofWilderness, but the reality is that we can't ride thcrc

t

and riding is a way oflife in Dutango and a hnge part ofour ecorlollly."

Following the Het uiosa Creek drainage through one of Colorado's

most biologically diverse fotests, the trail gains z,ooo feet over a series of

moderate climbs and rervards you u'ith a 3,ooo-foot descent. Along the

way, riparian zones of big ferns, maple and cottottwood trees dripping from

intermittent spring rains give way to dtier zones of pine aud spfttce alrd

finally into the piflon ar-rd junrpers of the foothills.

After the ride, we met up with La Plata Cor-rnty Commissioner Wally

White, who has been involved ir-r the Roadless issue fot years, participat-

ing in Forest Service listening sessions and rvorkiug with task forces and

planning committees. He stated r,vith convictiot-t, "l believe the proposed

Colorado Roadless Rule should be intproved and stt engthened, and that the

zoor National Roadless Rule should take precedence and be implemented

in all of our states."

WHAT HANGS IN THE BALANCE...
Riding these anazing big ntountain epics provided us with a powerful

perspective. Mountain biking is a u'av of life in Colot ado, au integral part

ofthe tourism economy, and Colorado's Roadless Areas offer some ofthe

highest quality backcountry erperiettces itr the cor-urtr,v, while also protect-

ing rrany of the most impoftant laltdscapes and ecosvstenls ill tlle state.

These areas deserve the highest level ofprotection established in the zoor

\ational Roadless Rule. As Mike \hn Abel said. "Roadless is good for mouu-

tain biking, it's good for the econonrt rud it's good for the euvirotttlent." (D

Lor ntore information on Coloratlo's Roarllcss {r-ea.s, chcck ott tnnvtolora-

d ( ) il n d I c ssproj e ct. co m.
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